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The St. Andrew®s X-Press 
February, 2010 

 

Dear People of St. Andrewôs,  
 

February is the month of hearts; hearts and 

flowers, candy hearts, Valentine hearts.  The heart 

is a well-understood symbol of love in our culture.  

By the end of preschool, every child knows that it 

is important to get lots of little envelopes filled with 

paper hearts on February fourteenth.  I have two 

favorite sayings about hearts. 

The first saying consists of the words of 

Protestant reformer, John Calvin: Cor meum tibi, 

translated as ñMy heart I offer to you, Lord, 

promptly and sincerely." A modern graphic of this 

sentiment is depicted below. 

 
 These words were part of Calvinôs personal 

seal, and are drawn from Psalm 26: 1. 
 

 The second is a Shaker saying, ñHands to 

work, hearts to God.ò It is often pictured in this 

way: 

 

 I thought of these two images and the 

corresponding words when I was memorizing the 

words of the prayer that the new rector offers 

during ñThe Celebration of a New Ministry.ò 

O Lord, My GodéTo you and to your 

service I devote myself, body, soul, and 

spirité and may all the desires of my 

heart and will center in what you would 

have me do. 

This prayer is said by the new rector of the 

parish, but these words and the dedication to God 

that they express, are common to all of us who 

have been baptized and come to communion 

regularly.  In the Eucharist Prayer for Rite I, we 

say: 

And here we offer and present unto thee, O 

Lord, ourselves, our souls and bodies, to be 

a reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice 

unto thee; 

These words of oblation, or self-offering, 

are at the heart of our worship and our faith.  They 

are words that apply to all of us, priest and people, 

as we offer back to God what God has so 

generously given to us.  It is my hope and prayer 

that, during my time at St. Andrewôs, we will 

always be living these words in one way or another. 

 ñThe Celebration of a New Ministryò was 

an exceptional experience.  So many people 

stepped up to create a unique offering of worship 

and hospitality.  So many people pulled together to 

clean, cook, make music, arrange flowers, read, 

usher, give gifts and just plain attend that I hesitate 

to try and name names, for fear that I will leave 

someone out.  The spirit of generosity and welcome 

was palpable that day and mentioned again and 

again to me by guests.  And so, now I offer a heart, 

a valentine to you, the people of St. Andrewôs 

Church, in return.  To you all I say, 

 
Peace, 
 

Joyce+ 
 

Joyce L. Scherer-Hoock 

Priest 
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REVEREND JOYCEôS 

INSTITUTION  

by Jeanne Cassin 
 

On Saturday, January 9, a sunny if frigid 

day, the Reverend Joyce Scherer-Hoock was 

instituted as the eighth Rector of St. Andrewôs.  

The Right Reverend Arthur E. Walmsley was 

celebrant and preacher.  Other clergy attending 

included: The Reverend Doctor Gale Davis 

Morris, Dean of the Concord River Deanery, and 

the Reverends Theodore W. Lewis, Katherine M. 

Malin, Patrick Ward, Jeffery Shilling Gill, 

Valerie Bailey Fisher, and Marsha Hoecker.  

Also in attendance was The Reverend Thomas 

Brown, who had been installed as the rector of 

Epiphany church in Winchester just five days 

prior, and Pastor Kim of the Bethel Korean 

Church, which holds services at St. Andrewôs.  

The Celebration of a New Ministry, 

which many of us had never seen, is a 

wondrously joyous service.  Following a long 

and colorful procession, which included both of 

the church banners, the service opened with the 

Institution, in which the Letter of Institution 

given by Bishop Thomas Shaw was read and 

presented to Reverend Scherer-Hoock on the 

Bishopôs behalf by the Dean.  After the litany 

and the prayers, Bishop Walmsley gave a 

sermon, which spoke directly to our search for 

young families, highlighting Reverend Scherer-

Hoockôs leading role bringing The Catechesis of 

the Good Shepherd, a Montessori based method 

of Christian formation for children, to churches 

in the Diocese of Massachusetts and New 

England.  (St. Andrewôs currently uses the 

similarly Montessori-based curriculum known as 

Godly Play.)   The 

Induction followed, 

with gifts presented to 

the new Rector, 

including gifts that are 

mandated by the form of 

service (a Bible, a vessel 

of water for baptism, a 

vessel of holy oil, the 

keys to the church, etc.) 

and other gifts chosen 

by the Vestry and others 

for the occasion, concluding with a global 

positioning system (to ñguide you in your travels 

to serve those in needò), and the symbols of the 

Town of Ayer, presented by Cornelius F. 

Sullivan, Chairman of the Board of Selectmen, 

and our own Mary Medeiros.  Many of us held 

our breath as Leslie Harrower and Carolyn Smith 

presented the stole that Carolyn had spent many 

hours making to Reverend Scherer-Hoock. 

Woven with ribbon in colors selected by 

members of the congregation, this is a thing of 

great beauty.  Reverend Scherer-Hoock 

immediately donned it. 

Then, kneeling in the nave, Reverend 

Scherer-Hoock prayed for Godôs guidance in her 

new ministry.  The service ended with the Holy 

Eucharist. 

St. Andrewôs marvelous choir, under the 

direction of Minister of Music and Organist Kyle 

Bertulli, provided heavenly (and I donôt use that 

word lightly) music throughout.  A Song of 

Praise was a lovely arrangement, done for the 

occasion by Kyle Bertulli, of the hymn that many 

of us have grown up with as ñFairest Lord 

Jesusò.  The offertory anthem was ñHear My 

Prayerò, by Felix Mendelssohn, and was sung 

liltingly by Soprano Julie L. Scherer-Hoock, the 

new Rectorôs daughter.  The Anthem was John 

Rutterôs ñThe Lord is My Shepherdò.  John 

Ferrillo on the oboe and harpist Judy Saiki 

Couture provided hauntingly beautiful 

accompaniment to this setting of the 23
rd
 Psalm.  

It was breathtaking.  Handelôs ñHe Shall Lead 

His Flockò showcased the lyrical voices of 

Heather Chandler and Priscilla Rush, both 

members of our choir.  Kyle Bertulliôs wonderful 
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rendition of the Prelude and Postlude perfectly 

bracketed a moving and celebratory service. 

Afterwards Erica Scattergood organized a 

delicious luncheon spread, which parishioners 

and visitors (of whom there were dozens) shared 

in a warm and joyful atmosphere before heading 

back out into the cold.   
 

 

 

IMPORTANT DATESé 
 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2010 

Boy Scout Sunday 
 

The Boy Scouts of America 

designates the Sunday that falls 

before February 8 (Scouting 

Anniversary Day) as Scout 

Sunday, which is the primary 

date to recognize the contributions of young 

people and adults to Scouting.  The Ayer Boy 

Scouts Troop, which meets at the Parish Hall, 

will be attending St. Andrewôs 10:00 a.m. 

service on Sunday, February 7, 2010.  Please 

come and join us in recognizing them on their 

special day. 
 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2010 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 
 

The Shrove Tuesday Pancake 

Supper will be held on Tuesday, 

February 16, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. in 

the Parish Hall.  Cost of admission 

will be a donation to the Loaves and Fishes 

Food Pantry. 
 

THURSDAY, APRIL 22, 2010 

Concord River Deanery 

Budget Hearing 
 

 From the Deanery:  "Please reserve the 

date.  There will be a budget hearing for 

delegates, co-conveners, and deans of the 

Alewife, Charles and Concord River Deaneries 

on April 22 from 7:00-9:00 PM.  The meeting is 

designed to offer some information about the 

diocesan budget process for 2011 and to hear 

feedback of concerns and suggestions.  Delegates 

are especially encouraged to attend." 

 We currently have two delegates 

representing St. Andrewôs in our deanery, the 

Concord River Deanery.  The term for these two 

delegates expires on January 31, 2010.  If you are 

interested in becoming a delegate and participate 

in the Deaneryôs quarterly meetings, please 

contact Dick Dabrowski at rdabrowsi@juno.com. 
 

 

REMINDERé 
 

THE ALTAR FLOWER  CALENDAR  

In case you missed 

the article in Januaryôs X-

Press, we would like to 

remind you that The Altar 

Flower Calendar for 2010 

has been posted in the 

Peabody Room on the dark brown doors leading to 

the Sanctuary.  Your gift of flowers can celebrate 

any event or honor anyone.  Next Sunday, please 

take a moment to sign up.  We have several weeks 

that are still empty. 
 

 

TRANSITIONS  
 

 The following individuals have either 

temporarily or permanently relocated, and would 

welcome calls or visitors: 
 

× Ted Lewis and Jody Carrington-Lewis 

have relocated to RiverCourt 

Residences, 8 West Main Street, Suite 

206, Groton, MA  01450. 

× Catherine Wheatley has been moved to 

the Life Care Center of Nashoba 

Valley, 191 Foster Street, Littleton, 

MA  01460. 

× Bayard Underwood is now home; 

208 Main Street, Groton, MA  01450. 
 

 

ANNUAL MEETING REPORT S 
 

 If you missed the Annual Meeting and 

would like to obtain a copy of the Annual Reports, 

they are available through the church office. 

mailto:rdabrowsi@juno.com
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