
Dear People of Saint Andrew's, 

We will begin our regular Sunday worship schedule of 8 and 10 a.m. just a week 
later than we normally would have ( the Sunday after Labor Day) because of the 
special united service on 10 September with details elsewhere in this newsletter.  
Sunday School will commence on 17 September with a new Leadership Team 
consisting of Kim Lindo, Phil Malone and Lizzie Malone who are succeeding Nancy 
Barringer after her many years of faithful service as Sunday School Superintendent. 
We are so grateful to Nancy, who will continue teaching Sunday School.  We are 
also grateful to our new "team" who have stepped into this very important task. It is 
both a privilege and a challenge to try and communicate the Christian Faith to 
children with a limited time schedule; helping children to know Jesus is paramount 
and helping them to have a positive experience of church and the Christian family is 
something we all want, I am sure. 

In July we had a fairly good sized group come out on a wildly stormy night to hear 
our Dean of the Concord River Deanery, the Rev. Gale Davis Morris, rector of Good 
Shepherd, Acton and an alternate delegate to General Convention speak.  Dean 
Morris graciously came to share much of what went on at Convention, the Episcopal 
Church's highest legislative body meeting tri-annually. The Rt. Rev. Katherine 
Jefforts Schorri, bishop of Nevada was elected Presiding Bishop to succeed the Most 
Rev. Frank Griswold in November, whose nine year term ended.  Her election by 
the House of Bishops was a surprise to the delegates and Bishop Schorri herself. She 
is the first woman to hold this position. An oceanographer with two PhDs in that 
field prior to her ordination, she will have the unenviable task of working with a 
church that is fractured in a number of ways, and we will be praying for her.  

The Windsor Report, which came from the Anglican Communion as a result of the 

 
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church                     

7 Faulkner Street 
Ayer, Massachusetts  01432 

Non-Profit Org. 
 U.S.  Postage 
       Paid 
  Ayer, MA 
Permit No. 38 

The X-Press is the monthly newsletter of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 

SEPTEMBER, 2006 

Anne Cahill, X-Press Editor 
Office Hours:  8:00 AM –12:00 PM  M, W, Th, F        
                            12:00 PM –2:00 PM Tuesday                 

Web:  http://www.standrewsayer.org 
E-Mail:  staayer@verizon.net 

Tel:  978-772-2615 
Fax:  978-772-6512 

  
All things are God's already; we can 

give him no right, by consecrating any, 
that he had not before, only we set it 

apart to his service -- just as a gardener 
brings his master a basket of apricots, 

and presents them; his lord thanks him, 
and perhaps gives him something for his 
pains, and yet the apricots were as much 

his lord's before as now.  
 

... John Selden, Table-Talk 



Editor’s Note: 
 
Next Issue:  October 2006 
Deadline:  September 20th   
 
Send submissions to:  acahill@hybricon.com, or drop off your submissions at the 
Church Office during office hours or in the Peabody Room on Sundays. 
 
Questions?  Please call me at:  (978) 448-4053 (home) or (978) 772-5422 x 323 
(work). 
 
Be sure to include your name and telephone number on all submissions!   

debate and effects of the election three years earlier of the bishop of New Hampshire, 
asked the Episcopal Church to do certain things as well as the Anglican Church of 
Canada and bishops from other countries getting involved in churches in dioceses in 
this country. A somewhat modified form of complying with these requests were passed 
after being voted down initially. These involved calling for a moratorium on the 
consecration of gay bishops and the blessing of same sex unions. The final results left 
people on both sides of the issue far less than satisfied, but it would seem as if there 
were/are some on the extreme left and right who are willing to fracture the church for 
their perspectives.  There is also large number of Episcopalians who want to work 
together, even when we disagree on important issues and want to honor our 
membership in the worldwide Anglican Communion under the leadership of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury. The Church also voted to endorse and support the UN 
Millennium Project, but a lot of resolutions on important topics never made it to the 
floor because so much time was taken up with issues like sexuality. I have only given 
the most cursory summary in this piece, but Dean Morris left some valuable summaries 
available in the church and Peabody Room. I am so grateful for her masterful job on a 
stormy night. 

When we try to discern God's agenda revealed in scripture and tradition there is a lot 
more on the list than sexuality which has so dominated our attention for some time:  
questions of God's concern for the poor (over 2,000 verses in the bible), peacemaking in 
the midst of the horrifying war gripping Iraq, Lebanon, Israel, Gaza, Darfur etc, the 
needs of children, the elderly. These many concerns that make us realize that God has 
given us a big task in a world that is very commercialized, torn by strife and violence 
and where our own internal debates can seem irrelevant to people searching for 
meaning in the midst of confusion, societal breakdown, violence on the streets of our 
cities etc. We must humbly ask God to give us grace and help us from feeling 
overwhelmed by the mission set before us by the Gospel of Jesus who came to bring 
wholeness and reconciliation and has committed that task to us through his Holy Spirit. 
God will give us the strength we do not possess naturally when  we present ourselves to 
him in humility, repentance, prayer and fellowship centered on the Eucharist, where we 
try to live a gospel life together. May God bless us in this task at St. Andrew's in the 
months ahead as we re-gather after the summer holidays. 

Faithfully in Christ, 

 

 

 

Alan B. MacKillop 
Priest in Residence  

 
 

Apple Pie Day   
is coming up on  

 

Monday, October 16th  
 

Mark your calendars and come join the fun!  
 

Bring your paring knife and/or rolling pin and apron and join us for a fun filled day of 
friendship and laughter. There are jobs for all - novice through experienced. If you've 
never made a pie come learn. If you're an old hand, come share your insights with us.  

 
Our goal is to make 60 - 70 pies. Come for as short or as long as you can. A light 

lunch will be served. We'll be at  
 

St. Andrew's Parish Hall  
 

9:00AM - 2:00PM  
 

If you cannot attend, but would like to help, we would appreciate cash donations for 
supplies. Look for the sign up sheets in the Peabody room. These pies are a great addi-
tion to any meal. They freeze well and cooking instructions 

will be in the October Xpress. Order early as pies are limited! 
We only make enough to keep the day FUN!! 

 
If you have questions or requests call 

Peggy Braat at 978-456-8701.  



Sunday, August 6th, Ayer's large and modern new fire station was dedi-
cated, with many dignitaries and others in attendance.  Chief Paul Fille-
brown led the celebration and also announced his retirement after over 20 
years of dedicated service.   As some of you know, Chief Fillebrown and his 
wife Carol are members of St. Andrew's, and the parish family certainly 
adds its heartfelt congratulations for a job well done.  

The choir will begin singing on Sept. 17th at the 10 am Eucharist 
(meet at 9:30), and the first rehearsal will be Wed, Sept 14 at 6:30 
pm. Rehearsals last one hour.  Anyone interested in joining should 
speak to Michael Smith before or after church, or contact him by 
phone (978-448-7635) or email (mwsmith@groton.org).  Singing 
experience and music-reading skills are helpful, but not necessary.  
 
PAID SINGING POSITIONS for a tenor and bass are available.  If 
you are interested in auditioning for these positions, please contact 
Michael.  

COFFEE HOUSE  
Family Entertainment 

Thursdays     7-8:30 PM 
August 3- Bill Campbell, Comedian 

 

August 17- The Elements, A Trio 
Featuring Brett Gordon, on Guitar,  
Anita Connerty on Drums & Mike Femino on 
Keyboards 
 
                    August 31 
                    September 14 
                    September 28 

 
AT:  St. David’s Episcopal Church      

Rt. 119 at Rt. 113,  Pepperell 
 

Refreshments, Door Prize                          Come Join Us! 

A task force has been developed from the three closest parishes in this area - 
St. Andrew's, Trinity Chapel, Shirley and St. David's, Pepperell.  The diocese 
helped to get it started to not only see how the three churches could work to-
gether and support each other but to be involved in common missions to De-
vens as it develops.  There have been three meetings in June, July and August.  
The clergy are ex-officio members but the parish reps will essentially be running 
it.  From St. Andrew's Sue Hildreth and Mary Medeiros are the task force mem-
bers.  There will be more about this in future newsletters but as part of this mu-
tual support effort, we are promoting the following Thursday evening events at 
St. David's, which is still recovering from a devastating fire a few years ago. 

On June 23rd, I had a bad fall, injuring an old fractured hip and had been in 
a lot of pain. Fr. Alan took a few of us into Boston to a Benny Hinn evangel-
istic healing service at Banknorth Garden in Boston on July 28th. Because 
his services are so popular, we were gone for 12 hours, standing in lines, 
walking and sitting through the 4 hour service. It was rather exhausting!  
 
The next morning I got up and walked without a walker or cane, which I 
had been using since my fall. The hip pain was gone along with two other 
internal (physical) problems.  
I praise God every day for His healing grace.  
 
Jackie Strobel 



As disturbing as the AIDS epidemic in South Africa is now, it will get worse.  According to 
Nurturing Orphans of Africa for Humanity (H.O.A.H.), more than 3 million healthy children 
between 18 months and 4 years old could be orphaned by AIDS in the next 5 years.  Habi-
tat for Humanity South Africa has joined with N.O.A.H. in the KwaXima region of KwaZulu 
Natal to build 60 houses for orphans and vulnerable children.  While the project will focus 
primarily on alleviating the impact on children orphaned by AIDS in terms of their basic 
needs, staff members believe that by providing secure homes in an empowered and edu-
cated community they can also help reduce the risk-taking behavior that can result in HIV 
infection. 
 
In Guatemala, where 14.6 million people live below the official poverty line, Habitat has 
built about 20,000 modest block houses since 1980 (almost 10% of its worldwide con-
struction output).   Money isn't the only obstacle local committees have overcome - per-
haps not even the most daunting.   The mountainous terrain is a difficulty; literacy is a 
problem and communication in general is troublesome.  Spanish is the official language 
but there are 22 indigenous languages as well, each unintelligible to the others.  All this 
makes Guatemala an unlikely leader in the effort to eliminate poverty and substandard 
housing, but for nearly a decade local committees have been increasing capacity in quan-
tum leaps, loosening the tenacious grip of poverty upon thousands of families.   
 
Since hurricanes Katrina and Rita, nearly 244,500 donors have contributed nearly $123 
million through Habitat for Gulf Coast reconstruction.   As home building is a measured, 
methodical process compared with immediate relief efforts, it is anticipated that it will be 
mid-summer 2007 before the current funding is exhausted.   Just six months after the hur-
ricanes, Operation Home Delivery has more than 220 houses constructed in Alabama, Mis-
sissippi, Louisiana and Texas, with hundreds more planned for the coming months.   
 
Other countries in which Habitat is active are New Zealand, Kyrgyzstan, Brazil, Hungary, 
India, Indonesia, Tanzania and England.   

CORRECTION 

In the summer edition of the X-Press, it was incorrectly noted that the purchase of 10 
backpacks filled with school supplies were to be purchased for Young Life.   Actually, 
these backpacks were prepared and delivered to LOAVES AND FISHES, our local relief 
agency.   Many thanks to the Outreach Committee and friends for making it possible for 
10 children to go to school with attractive and well-stocked backpacks!   

 

Remember, Loaves & Fishes continues to need food donations too! 

The Holiday Fair will take place on Saturday, November 11th, from 9-3 in the Par-
ish Hall. The committee needs everybody’s ideas and donations to put on this com-
munity event. We still need items for the raffles (contact Dianne Bunis at 448-
4090, if you haven’t received her flier), for the craft and silent auction tables, and 
we want smaller, less expensive items for the St. Andrew’s attic (please no cloth-
ing, bedding, draperies).   In particular, we are asking people to donate quality 
items for the silent auction.   May we count on you for baking your favorite deserts 
for the bake table? We are hoping for lots of cookies from you this year, attrac-
tively wrapped by the half dozen.   
 
There will be a meeting of those involved in the fair (or wanting to be) on Sunday, 
September 17th at 9:15 am (between services). Later, there will be signup sheets 
at coffee hour for the different work areas. Call Barbara at 978-486-4360 with 
questions. There will also be a sign-up for volunteers to make pies, donate supplies 
and make lunch. Mothers with children welcome.  This is always a fun day, so put 
it on your calendar! 

Saturday, September 23  A resource Day for Congregational Development                                   
                A day of workshops for lay leaders and clergy - GATHER A TEAM OF  PARISH LEAD-
ERS AND GO! 

October 8 -14                      Samaritans Now, a newly formed diocesan medical relief program 
will send its first team to provide medical care in free clinics.  They are looking for physi-
cians, physicians assistants, nurses, nurse practicioners, pharmacists, psychologists, social 
workers, chaplains, medical assistants, medical clerks and perhaps dentists.   More infor-
mation at www.diomass.org.  

                                                A general work trip is also being organized for that week for partici-
pants 21 years or older, in good physical condition and allergy free.   Work will involve help-
ing hurricane-affected people clean, paint and restore their homes.   For information, call 
Deacon Barbara Stowe and Carol Kingston at (617) 482-4826, ext. 354 or see 
bstowe@diomass.org. 

 October 13-14    "We All Make the Mass!" a two-part bilingual worship learning party at the 
Cathedral.   For information call Rev. Jennifer Hughes (510)677-5902 or Rev. Stephanie 
Spellers (617)482-4826, ext. 318 or sspellers@diomass.org. 

October 27-28        Diocesan Convention at Trinity Church, Boston - more info to come. 



Highlights from the June, 2006 Vestry Meeting: 
 
X Opening Devotions and Prayer (especially for Vic Burton and family) 
X Priest-in-Residence Report:  Renewed spirit in congregation; Purposes of Church series well re-
ceived; New parishioners contributing generously to sound system and indicating desire to stay in the 
parish.  Need to replace Nancy Barringer as Sunday School Superintendent at her request. 
X Sr. Warden’s Report:  Parish Hall trim and doors painted by Al Co lburn’s workers—many 
thanks to Al for doing the job at a reduced cost.  Purposes of Church series has identified the follo w-
ing areas that Russ would like to measure progress in: Worship, Mission, Development of spiritual 
maturity (bible study), Ministry, Membership 
X Jr. Wardens’ Report:  Items identified by Alan Rogers as needing work are concrete on Parish 
Hall steps washing away and new furnace needed in rectory (preferably gas).  Al Rogers also agreed 
to serve on Capital Expense sub-committee.  Parish Hall and Peabody Room re-keyed (many thanks 
to Mary). 
X Treasurer’s Report:  $100 needed to meet goal for sound system.  Fr. Alan explained the use of 
the discretionary fund.  Sue explained new formula for diocesan assessment.   
X Nursery to be located in the Snuggery during the summer; TBD whether to have paid or volun-
teer positions.  Consensus of vestry that two people are needed 
X Parish Hall Handicap Ramp:  Building Inspector (Gabe Vellante) has detailed the code for 
Manny;  will entail widening the landings to 5 feet; knocking down the landing steps and the canopy.  
Al Colburn suggested the possibility of installing a stair lift at the front side entrance that would give 
accessibility to all  levels of the Parish Hall.   
X Sound System:  Installation should be scheduled by Friday.  Michael Smith asked that the choir 
not be amplified but that microphones be available; better to amplify naturally rather than electroni-
cally. 
X Handicap Bathroom discussed 
X Sunday School Superintendent:  Looking into the possibility of a “leadership team” rather than a 
superintendent 
X Signage:  Signs to be delivered by end of July. 
X Manny suggested buying air conditioners for church offices.  Vestry voted to purchase two win-
dow air conditioners. 
X Toilet overflow (water on floor in rectory and Peabody Room) - broken pipe replaced 
X Michael Smith Requests  (Vestry agrees to all three) — Reconfigure choir area;  appoint Judy to 
the role of Associate Organist;  would like to hire a tenor and a bass for the choir  
X Parish Picnic—Consensus of vestry to have it on church site, possible date – August 6th 
X Outreach Commission—meeting once per month; Young Life has asked that the allocated money 
be given on a monthly basis; Habitat for Humanity has just opened new house in Fitchburg; Mission-
ary Gail White has just been ordained a deacon in Spain 
X Investment report distributed by Al Colburn; increase includes $35,376 from John Riley’s Estate 
and $7,458 in mutual funds 
X Closing Prayer – 9:50 PM  

 

Welcome and Welcome Back to St Andrew's 

Sunday, September 10th 

Holy Eucharist at 9:00 am 
followed by 

Church School Registration - students and 
teachers 

Parish Commissions Presentations 

with opportunities to sign up for what in-
terests you! 

then Brunch 

sponsored by Parish Life and Membership 
Commissions  

 
Come and meet new parishioners  

and catch up with old friends 
It's also Erica's birthday... 

 
See you there! 



Tel:  (978) 772-2615 
Office Hours:  8:00 AM –12:00 PM  M, W, Th, F        
                12:00 PM –2:00 PM Tuesday September 2006

St. Andrew's Church

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

9:00 AM HE Office Closed 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Parents
Helping Parents

12:00 PM Holy Eucharist
with Healing Prayer

12:20 PM St. Andrew’s
Weavers

4:00 PM - 5:30 PM Girl
Scouts

7:00 PM - 10:00 PM AA

9:00 AM HE
Ministries Fair following

service

9:30 AM Bible Study 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Parents
Helping Parents

12:00 PM Holy Eucharist
with Healing Prayer

6:30 PM - 8:00 PM Boy
Scout Pack Meeting

7:30 PM Vestry

12:20 PM St. Andrew’s
Weavers

4:00 PM - 5:30 PM Girl
Scouts

7:00 PM - 10:00 PM AA

8:00 AM HE I
9:15 AM Holiday Fair Meeting
9:50 AM Church School Begins

(9:15 for Jr./Sr.)

10:00 AM HE II

9:30 AM Bible Study

6:30 PM - 8:00 PM Boy
Scout Leaders

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Parents
Helping Parents

12:00 PM Holy Eucharist
with Healing Prayer

X-Press Deadline

12:20 PM St. Andrew’s
Weavers

4:00 PM - 5:30 PM Girl
Scouts

7:00 PM - 10:00 PM AA

8:00 AM HE I

10:00 AM HE II

9:30 AM Bible Study 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Parents
Helping Parents

12:00 PM Holy Eucharist
with Healing Prayer

12:20 PM St. Andrew’s
Weavers

4:00 PM - 5:30 PM Girl
Scouts

7:00 PM - 10:00 PM AA

August
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31

October
S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31
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