
May Flowers  
 
Most of us know the old adage, “April showers bring May flowers.”  Perhaps 
we could look at this old adage in a whole new way.  Perhaps “flowers” could 
be taken as a verb rather than a noun. As Webster’s defines it “to flower—
means to bloom, to come to prime condition”.  May flowers—it is the month 
of May that all of nature around us produces and comes into its prime 
condition as evidence by the vast array of color and hue. How fitting it is that 
all of the Sundays of May are included within Eastertide. On April 20th we 
came together to receive the abundance of God’s grace, which showered down 
on us in the resurrection of our Lord.  Just as life-giving rain waters the earth 
bringing forth growth, so to do we spend this Eastertide growing in the  
knowledge and love of God shown to us in Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior.  
In St. Paul’s first letter to the church in Corinth the same theme is echoed, “I 
planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.  So neither the one who 
plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth.  
The one who plants and the one who waters have a common purpose, and each 
will receive wages according to the labor of each.  For we are God’s servants, 
working together; you are God’s field, God’s building.”  This growth is both 
corporate and individual.  It is the realization that we are called to grow and 
that all the life-giving nutrients we need are provided by God.  Indeed, it is 
God who gives the growth.  This Eastertide we bloom and flower and come to 
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He said not Thou shalt not be  
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Editor’s Note: 
 
Next Issue:  July 2003 
Deadline:  Friday, June 20  
 
Send submissions to:  acahill@hybricon.com 
Or, drop off your submissions at the Church Office during office hours or in the 
Peabody Room on Sundays. 
 
Questions?  Please call me at: 
H:  (978) 448-4053 
W: (978) 772-5422 x 323 
 
Be sure to include your name and telephone number on all submissions!   

prime condition.  This growth is not limited to the month of May.  Indeed as 
Eastertide rolls on we are ushered into the mystery and awe of what is Pentecost, 
the culmination of the Great Fifty Days of Easter, when God rained down His 
Holy Spirit. 
 
This month is also a time when we have begun to look intentionally at how we 
are growing here at St. Andrew’s. Our Ministry Development team has been 
holding parish forums to discuss our past, present, and future growth.  The 
discussions are rooted in our ministry statement which begins by stating, “We 
seek to grow…” Seeking to grow is what we are all about.  The Ministry 
Development team’s aim is to ascertain and clarify how we are growing and how 
we can respond in faith to the growth God gives.  Many opportunities are being 
provided by the Ministry Development team for everyone to participate and 
communicate her/his comments regarding this exciting time in our parish.  
Please make plans to attend at least one of these scheduled times so that we can 
all respond in faith to the growth that God gives among us.   
 
Your servant in Christ, 
 
Scott+ 

On Saturday May 31st Nick Morris-Kliment will be ordained to the 
presbyterate (priesthood) at 10:30 AM in St. Paul’s Cathedral in Boston.    
Currently, Nick is serving as Assistant Rector at St. Peter’s is Weston.  He 
will celebrate his first Holy Eucharist at both the 8 & 10 AM services on 
Sunday June 1st.   

The church is looking for two or more Nursery caregivers for the 2003-
2004 school year. The hours are 9:15 am to 11:45 am to cover the second 
Sunday service.   
 
The salary is $30.00 for the morning. We are looking for reliable, 
responsible people to care for infants and toddlers with love, patience and 
enthusiasm. Experience with babies and children is a must. Caregivers 
need not be church members. Age and gender open. For more information 
contact Nancy Barringer at the church or at geonan@charter.net or (978)
448-2125. 

St. Andrew’s Welcomes its Newly Baptized 
 

On April 20 th - Easter Sunday 
 

Amanda Newland Lewis 
Samuel James Folger - son of Robert and Katrina Folger 
Owen Michael Salter - son of Jason and Faith Salter 



by Jonathan Wistar 
 

As in past years, FOCUS (the Fellowship Of Christians in Universities and 
Schools), a non-denominational program founded by (then) Rev. Peter 
Moore, the present seminary dean of Trinity Episcopal School for Ministry, 
will offer various programs throughout the Summer in several geographies 
oriented towards either middle school or upper school youth.  While Young 
Life focuses mostly on public schools, FOCUS is more geared toward 
students in independent schools.  (Look for Young Life Summer offerings 
elsewhere in this X-Press.)  FOCUS summer programs are described below.  
You can visit their website at www.infocus.org or telephone (434) 245-6112 
for more information.  Note: program costs do not  include cost of 
transportation to/from the location.  Hard as it is to believe, some of these 
programs are already full (but wait-listing is possible).  Financial aid is 
available (see the website or telephone).  Plan your summer now! 

June Week II: June 19-26, Grades 9-12, Cost $415, Status: program open 
Pure fun and a chance to explore the activities Martha’s Vineyard has to 
offer.  Enjoy afternoons of beach trips, sailing, tennis, basketball, volleyball, 
and summer relaxation.  Talks and discussions center on the basis for 
Christian belief 

Island Cruise: June 15 – 21, Grades 7-8, Cost $655, Status: program full / 
waitlist 
Five days aboard the 120-foot topsail schooner Shenandoah, on the waters 
of southern New England.  Experience the power and beauty of a ship under 
sail, as well as unforgettable fun.  (Note: The Shenandoah is neither owned 
nor operated by FOCUS; the program is run by FOCUS staff and volunteers.) 

Middle School Adventure: June 27 – July 3, Grades 6-8, Cost $575, Status: 
program full / waitlist 
This introduction to FOCUS is held at the Study Center on Martha’s Vineyard 
and features an all-program activity each day; a day of sailing on chartered 
boats, a Nantucket trip, a day of biking around the Vineyard, a beach day, 
and a games day are typical.  Small group discussions and talks are built 
into the schedule.  

Over the past twelve months we have had a lot of new people pass through 
our doors here at St. Andrew’s.  Our hope is to respond with warmth, caring, 
and hospitality to everyone who now calls St. Andrew’s their parish home.  
The Parish Life Commission extends this hearty invitation: "All members of 
the parish are cordially invited to attend a Newcomers' Dinner at St. 
Andrew's Parish Hall on Saturday, May 31, 2003 at 6pm. The dinner will be 
an opportunity for both new and existing members of our parish family to 
meet and share a time of fellowship together. The main course of the dinner 
will be catered, so the courtesy of an RSVP to Ginny Vatcher at 978 448 
8360 by May 23rd, would be greatly appreciated." 

Continued next page 

Hey, all 6th – 12th GRADERS:   
What are you doin’ this summer? 

 
Why not head to one of Young Life’s 2 New York State resorts for the 
best week of your life?   
 
6th, 7th, and 8th graders:  August 7 – 11 at Young Life’s Lake Champion.  
Cost:  $350. 
 
9th – 12th graders:  August 10 – 16 at Young Life’s Lake Saranac. 
Cost:  $495. 
 
Scholarship money is available.  Speak to Susan Leeming (978) 456-
3397 for more information.  Don’t wait! 

On Sunday May 25th we will not have Christian Formation.  Christian 
Formation/Sunday School for all ages will resume June 1st at 9:30 AM.  The 
last day of our Christian Formation year is June 8th.   



Carolina Adventure: August 2-9, grades 9-12, Cost $550, Status: program 
open 
An adventure week featuring mountain biking, hiking, rock climbing, and 
white water rafting in the mountains of North Carolina.  Small group 
discussions and talks round out the program.  The leadership team includes 
adults and college students with adventure skills and experience in working 
with students in demanding outdoor activities. 

Carolina Adventure: August 10-17, Grades 6-8, Cost $550, Status: program 
open 
This adventure week for middle schoolers features mountain biking, hiking, 
rock climbing, and white water rafting in the mountains of North Carolina.  
The leadership team includes adults and college students with adventure 
skills and experience in working with younger students in demanding 
outdoor activities. 

August Week II: August 10-17, Grades 9-12, Cost $415, Status: program 
open 
Summer on the Vineyard doesn’t get better than this.  This week offers the 
best of FOCUS and Martha’s Vineyard.  Going to the beaches, sailing, tennis, 
basketball, volleyball: you name it, we’ve got it.  The week emphasizes an 
introduction to Christianity and includes talks and discussions. 

Middle School Week: August 18-25, Grades 7-9, Cost $415, 
Status: program open 
Be part of a high-energy program at the FOCUS Study Center on 
Martha’s Vineyard.  In the midst of special games, activities, 
talent shows, and fun is a chance to explore the Christian faith in 
a friendly and relaxed setting. 

A request for information: 
 
Mickey Cox had a copy of a poem written about the old pulpit in the 
Forge Village Mission Church.  If anyone has a copy of knows where a 
copy can be found, please contact Bob Shaw at 978 692-7677 or bob.
shaw@crbard.com  Bob would like to make a large copy for the lobby at 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in Westford so that they will always 
remember their roots to Forge Village and the St. Andrew’s Mission 
church there.  Thanks!! 

Page Cassin will be graduating from Groton School and going on to 
Princeton while Sarah Goodale will be graduating from Lawrence Academy 
and attending either the University of Virginia or St. Andrew’s in Scotland 
(Hello, Prince William?!). The Church has been blessed to have such devoted 
Nursery attendants these past two years.  They will be hard to replace and 
we wish them the very best as they continue their education. 

Some of our gifts to the organ were given as memorials.  We need to be 
sure we have those names for the plaque to be placed on the organ.  Please 
call the church office immediately to be sure your memorial gifts are listed 
with the correct names. 
 
Thank you, 
Judy Adams 

The Garden Committee would joyfully welcome  
any monetary donations for the new plantings.   

Please submit to the Parish Office.  Thanks! 



 

Sunday, June 1 – The Seventh Sunday of 
Easter 

First Lesson:  Acts 1: 15-26 
        The sense of unity within the fellowship of 

Jesus’ disciples was reflected in the period 
between his ascension and the Day of 
Pentecost. 

Second Lesson:  I John 5: 9-15 
        The reading from I John also reflects the 

theme of unity between Jesus and the 
Father, and between Jesus and us. 

The Gospel:  John 17: 11b -19 
        Today’s Gospel reading is a portion of 

Jesus’ prayer for his disciples on the night 
before he died.  In that prayer, he asks the 
Father to unite us with him.  

Sunday, June 8 – The Day of Pentecost 
First Lesson:  Acts 2: 1-11 
        In the reading from Acts, we hear the 

account of the first Pentecost Day, when the 
apostles received the Spirit and proclaimed 
the gospel in many tongues. 

Second Lesson:  I Corinthians 12: 4-13 
        The second reading, from I Corinthians, 

describes the work of God’s Spirit in the 
church. 

The Gospel:  John  14: 8-17 
        In the Gospel reading today, Jesus, before 

his crucifixion, assures the disciples that his 
followers will continue the work of the 
Gospel after his departure. 

Sunday, June 15 – The First Sunday after 
Pentecost:  Trinity Sunday 

First Lesson:   Exodus 3: 1-6 
        The first reading today is the account of 

God’s meeting with Moses in the 
wilderness at the mountain of God. 

Second Lesson:  Romans 8: 12-17 
        The second reading is from Paul’s Epistle 

to the Romans.  This passage explores the 
ways the Persons of the Trinity relate to us. 

The Gospel:  John 3: 1-16 

         The Gospel reading today is Jesus’ 
encounter with Nicodemus and the 
evangelist’s discussion of the meaning of 
Jesus’ words. 

 
Sunday, June 22 – The Second Sunday after 

Pentecost 
First Lesson:  Job 38: 1-11, 16-18 
         In the Old Testament book of Job, God 

responds to Job’s quesioning by asking how 
Job dare think himself competent, as a 
creature, to question the Creator.  

Second Lesson:    II Corinthians 5: 14-21 
         We continue to read through II Corinthians 

with Paul’s testimony to the salvation 
effected for all people in the dying and 
rising of Jesus. 

The Gospel:   Mark 4: 35 – 5: 20 
         Our theme today is Jesus’ lordship over the 

natural world and over the forces of evil in 
the universe. 

Sunday, June 29 – The Third Sunday after 
Pentecost 

First Lesson:  Deuteronomy 15: 7-11 
         In the first reading, from Deuteronomy, the 

basic principle of our responsibility to God 
for those who are outcast and poor is stated.  
This principle underlies all Judeo-Christian 
social ethics. 

Second Lesson:  II Corinthians 8: 1-9, 13-15 
         Paul restates this principls in today’s 

reading from II Corinthians.  Paul calls on 
the Corinthians to emulate the generosity of 
the churches in Macedonia in contributing 
to a collection to aid less fortunate 
Christians. 

The Gospel:  Mark 5: 2-24, 35b-43 
         Today’s liturgy directs our attention to 

God’s care for the poor and unfortunate.  In 
the Gospel reading we hear the account of 
Jesus’ raising the young daughter of the 
Jewish official, Jairus. 

·   3 –year old Reese, “Our Father, Who does art in heaven, 
Harold is His name. Amen.” 

·   A little boy was overheard praying, “Lord, if you can’t make 
me a better boy, don’t worry about it.  I’m having a real 
good time like I am.” 

·   A Sunday school class was studying the Ten Commandments.  They were ready to 
discuss the last one.  The teacher asked if anyone could tell her what it was.  
Susie raised her hand, stood tall and quoted, “Thou shall not take the covers off 
the neighbor’s wife.” 

·   After the christening of his baby brother in church, Jason sobbed all the way home 
in the back seat of the car.  His father asked him three times what was wrong.  
Finally, the boy replied, “That preacher said he wanted us brought up in a 
Christian home, and I wanted to stay with you guys.” 

·   I had been teaching my three-year old daughter, Caitlin, the Lord’s Prayer —  for 
several evenings at bedtime, she would repeat after me the lines from the prayer.  
Finally, she decided to go solo.  I listened with pride as she carefully enunciated 
each word right up to the end of the prayer: “Lead us not into temptation,” she 
prayed, “but deliver us some E-mail. Amen” 

·   A Sunday school teacher asked her children, as they were on the way to church 
service, “And why is it necessary to be quiet in church?”  One bright little girl 
replied, “Because people are sleeping.” 

·   Six-year-old Angie and her four-year-old brother Joel were sitting together in 
church.  Joel giggled, and sang, and talked out loud.  Finally, his big sister had had 
enough.  “You’re not supposed to talk out loud in church.”  “Why? Who’s going to 
stop me?”  Joel asked.  Angie pointed to the back of the church and said, “See 
those two men standing by the door?  They’re hushers.” 

·   A mother was preparing pancakes for her sons, Kevin, 5, and Ryan, 3.  The boys 
began to argue over who would get the first pancake.  Their mother saw the 
opportunity for a moral lesson.  “If Jesus were sitting here, He would say, ‘let my 
brother have the first pancake, I can wait.’” Kevin turned to his younger brother 
and said, “Ryan, you be Jesus!” 

·   A father was at the beach with his children when the four-year-old son ran up to 
him, grabbed his hand, and led him to the shore where a seagull lay dead in the 
sand. “Daddy, what happened to him?”  the son asked.  “He died and went to 
Heaven,” the Dad replied.  The boy thought a moment and then said, “Did God 
throw him back down?” 

·   A wife invited some people over to dinner.  At the table, she turned to their six-
year-old daughter and said, “Would you like to say the blessing?”  “I wouldn’t 
know what to say,” the girl replied.  “Just say what you hear Mommy say,” the wife 
answered. The daughter bowed her head and said, “Lord, why on earth did I invite 
all these people to dinner?”   



The books reviewed below will soon be added to the St. Andrew’s library located in the 
Peabody Room. 

 
A Wind in the Door by Madeleine L’Engle 

 
“There are dragons in the twins’ vegetable garden” begins the story of an encounter of Meg 
Murray, Calvin O’Keefe, and the ailing Charles Wallace with a singular cherubim named 
Proginoskes (“Progo” for short).  (The opening sentence ranks up there with other notables 
such as Charles Williams’ War in Heaven .)  Progo and the children joined by a school 
principal and a garden snake battle against the evil Eckthroi  intent upon extinguishing, piece 
by piece – whether at the galactic level or in the microscopic world of mitochondria and 
farandolae.   L’Engle weaves concepts of naming, communication, interconnectedness, and 
agape love into this riveting story that, once begun, is difficult – if not impossible – to put 
down.   
 

Recommended for middle school to adult and an excellent book for summer reading.  
Reviewed by Jonathan Wistar. 
 
The Cloister Walk by Kathleen Norris 

 
Contemporary poet and feminist Kathleen Norris spent 9 months in a few monasteries and 
wrote The Cloister Walk as a result.  Raised as a Presbyterian, she moved from New York City 
with her husband to her maternal grandmother’s house in South Dakota (read her prior 
Dakota: A Spiritual Geography), becoming a Benedictine oblate, a lay associate (among other 
things), somewhere along the way.  This book alternates between Norris’s reflections on the 
liturgical calendar (as she experienced it at the monastery) and memoirs of her own past.  
Her observations are keen: “Maybe Mary’s story, and this feast [the Presentation of the Lord], 
tell us that if the scriptures don’t sometimes pierce us like a sword, we’re not paying close 
enough attention”; or this one: “Listening to Jeremiah is one [bleep] of a way to get your 
blood going in the morning; it puts caffeine to shame.”  (Be warned that this book, on 
occasion, contains language that would cause it to be rated PG-17, if it were an American 
movie.)    Reviewed by Jonathan Wistar. 
 
Peculiar Treasures: A Biblical Who’s Who by Frederick Buechner 
 
Perhaps Martha Giltinan’s favorite contemporary author, Buechner composes 100 (or so) 
short, insightful and sometimes humorous sketches of Biblical characters, an A-Z if you will,  
including (at the far end of the spectrum) Jonah’s whale (under ‘W’ of course).  Try Gabriel, for 
example: 

She struck the angel Gabriel as hardly old enough to have a child 
at all, let alone this child, but he’d been entrusted with a message 
to give her, and he gave it.  

He told her what the child was to be named, and who he was to 
be, and something about the mystery that 

Continued next page 

In past years, the Outreach Commission has worked diligently and prayerfully 
to fulfill its responsibility of directing funds and manpower to  Christian 
organizations.  Some organizations assisted by St. Andrews have included 
Young Life, Crossroads, South American Mission Society (SAMS) and Habitat 
for Humanity.  However, from time to time,  commission members have 
heard St. Andrews parishioners speak of their involvement in other worthy 
organizations or causes. 
 
The Outreach Commission would like to create a list or database of 
parishioner’s volunteer activities and favorite ministries.  Our idea is to offer 
this list to all St. Andrew’s parishioners and  perhaps stimulate interest and 
involvement, and to possibly consider using Outreach funds to support these 
ministries. 
 
If you are involved in an outreach ministry, please consider sharing the 
details with the Outreach Commission.  Please contact Judy Veno at 978-
456-3791 or jveno@cwmars.org. 

Summer Sunday Worship Schedule  
to Include Two Services 

 
Beginning July 6th, St. Andrew’s Summer Sunday worship schedule will 
include two services—8:00 AM Rite I and 10:00 AM Rite II.  This is in 
response to the increased attendance at both of our services as well as 
an attempt to be accommodating to parishioners’ summer schedules.  
Many of you have known St. Andrew’s to diminish its worship schedule 
from two services during the Church School year of September to June, 
to one in July and August. This two service schedule will allow St. 
Andrew’s to maintain the continuity of offering both a  Rite I service and 
a Rite II service, and allow those who want to get an early start on the 
day to do so.  



was to come upon 
her.  “You mustn’t be afraid, Mary,” he said. 

As he said it, he only hoped she wouldn’t notice that beneath 
the great, golden wings he himself was trembling with fear to 
think that the whole future of creation hung now on the 
answer of a girl.  

 
This is a particularly excellent book, if you only have 5-minute 
blocks in which to read. 
 
The longest sketches are Job (4 ¼ pages) and Paul (4 ¾ 
pages).  Stimulating so as not to be recommended as bed-time 
reading!  Reviewed by Jonathan Wistar. 

Please make plans to attend the great celebration of the birthday of the 
church and the gift of the Holy Spirit on June 8th.  The feast of Pentecost is 
celebrated with incense, streamers in the procession (to remind us of a 
rushing wind) and the color Red. Everyone is encouraged and invited to put 
on their best red tie, blouse, skirt, pants, jacket or hat.  The day of Pentecost 
is also an appropriate day for baptisms.  In place of the Nicene Creed we will 
reaffirm our baptismal vows, or, God willing, welcome more people into the 
household of God by celebrating the sacrament of baptism.  Please make 
plans to be at St. Andrew’s on June 8th and don’t forget to wear RED.  

Finally, the steps leading into the parish hall are completed. No longer will we 
have to deal with replacing the concrete steps year after year.  No longer will 
salt and sand reduce the steps to an “enter-at-your-own-risk” entrance.  No 
longer will the snow and ice in combination with salt and sand erode the 
concrete steps and reduce them to a gravelly mess.  Now we have replaced 
them with sturdy and durable granite, which promises to be in place for years 
upon years.  If you haven’t checked out the new steps please do so.   
 
The same contractor who installed our new Parish Hall steps (Jim Moison) is 
scheduled to begin work on all three entrances into the church.  The Peabody 
and Bell tower walkways will be under construction beginning in the latter 
part of May and will take several weeks to complete. The Peabody walk, 
along with the ramp-entrance into the Peabody room, will be laid using 
durable granite. As a matter of fact, like the Parish Hall steps, all of the 
entrances will be paved with the same granite pavers. Using the same 
material with which the actual church is constructed, the walkways will not 
only be functional and safe but also aesthetically pleasing to the eye. Mr. 
Moison will also adapt existing granite steps from our current walkways to 
make our West entrance (Forest street side) much more accessible.  
Additionally, the steps leading from the front sidewalk will also be replaced 
as will the wooden platform of the Bell tower entrance. In order to bring focus 
to and divert traffic into the main entrance of the church, the Bell Tower 
entrance will receive a seven-post granite and metal handrail leading from 
the sidewalk into the church,  thus creating an inviting and safe front door 
entryway.    

 
 

 
You have an invitation to attend one of what we are calling “cottage meetings,” on 
two Sunday afternoons in June, the 1st and the 8th.  The meetings will be held in 
homes in Ayer, Groton, Harvard, and Lancaster, from 3 to 5 p.m.  
 

“How are we doing?” and “Where are we going?” form the focus of these 
gatherings.  It is our hope that the conversations begun on two May Sunday 
mornings in the Parish Hall will be continued on these two June Sunday 
afternoons.   
 

You will be receiving a postcard announcing the locations of each meeting.  If you 
live in Groton, you are invited to attend the Groton meeting; Ayer parishioners the 
Ayer meeting, etc.  If the date set for your town is not convenient for you, feel free 
to attend the meeting scheduled for the other date. 
 

We need to hear from you!  Please share your thoughts.  If you’ve contributed them 
already, come hear from others.  We intend to compile what you’ve told us into a 
brief report that will be delivered first to the Vestry and then to the parish at large.   
 

Keep an eye out for further details.  Remember, this is your time to speak. 
 
The Ministry Development Committee 
Scott Baker, Rhonda Cotton, Susan Leeming, Jack Mercier, and Heidi Wharton 
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8:00 AM HE I

9:30 AM Sunday School for all ages
10:30 AM HE II
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Meetings
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM EYC
Ushers' Meeting

9:30 AM Morning Prayer
10:00 AM Bible Study of John

12:30 PM Holy Eucharist and
Unction

7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal

8:00 AM HE I

9:30 AM Sunday School for all ages

10:30 AM HE II
3:00 PM - 5:00 PM Cottage

Meetings
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9:30 AM Morning Prayer
10:00 AM Bible Study of John

12:30 PM Holy Eucharist and
Unction

7:30 PM Vestry Meeting

8:00 AM HE I

10:30 AM HE II
9:30 AM Morning Prayer
10:00 AM Bible Study of John

12:30 PM Holy Eucharist and
Unction

Choir Picnic at Judy Adams'
house

X-press Deadline Blessing and Dedication of the
Barbara Harris Camp in Green-
field, NH,  10:30 - 3:30
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Tel:  (978) 772-2615 
Office Hours:    Monday     9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
                          Tu - Fri      9:00 AM - 5:00 PM 

Pentecost 

& Baptisms  

- noon 


